US  SINCE  WWII

The Great Society   1945-1960

>>>Economic properity. Amercian were traumatised by the two great recessions. They thought they could be poor again at any time, so after WW2 tey started to save money in order to feel secure. When happy days started after 45, they bought bought bought...again..

I Economic Prosperity



CAUSES

A. Before and after 1945


_ The depression and insecurity before 1945


_ Greater confidence and optimism after 1945, the Europeans(french, Belgium) were destroyed by the war and they needed the Americans to produce goods for them. More production for Europe than for America.


_ Higher demand. Higher production, more jobs, less unemployment, higher revenues, greater security, higher US GNP(gross national product), higher purchasing power, higher demand and so on.


_ Americans lived better, houses, cars, appliances.

B. European reconstruction : THE MARSHALL PLAN






      (longtime credit to reconstruct)


     Britain : 4.4 Billion Dollars in 1946 (first one to get money)


     France : 1,2 Billion Dollars in 1946

  Rest of Europe :   5  Billion Dollars in 1947

>> 15 Billion Dollars to Europe (18 nations) : 1948 – 1952

Through the OEED (Organisation for European Economic Cooperation),

Europe recovery.

U.S : Great beneficiary of Euopean reconstruction, it boosted Am. Eco.

After 1945, US became the first eco. And political great power in the world, after GB.


1 – Prosperity

>> Extraordinary period, unparallel economic boom. 

Production, consumption, prosperity.

Income : - 500 USD on average in 1945 a year

      
     - 1,845 USD in 1960 a year

Cars : - 59 % of families owned a car in 1948.

     - almost all did in 1960

     - about 22 % amercans owned 2 cars in 1960

GNP : - 212 Billon USD in 1940

           - 318 Billion USD in 1950


 - 440 USD Billion in 1960

The GNP, more than doubled in 20 years. High prosperity attracted many people in America. (immigration)

BABY BOOM

More than 49 Million in 20 years.

· + 130 Million in 1940

· + 150 Million in 1950

· + 179 Million in 1960

It was also due to immigration, lot of European moved to U.S, all of European.

To get a better life, for their family. But also from Latin Am., Asia because the asian immigration was no longer prohibited. A lot of Japanese and Chinese moved to America. 

Industry had to count on workers, so they could get some benefit.

Laborers :   - 40 H a week, rarely sat.

                   - 2 weeks paid vacation

                   - poverty, blacks, women and other minorities.

This prosperity did not benefit everyone, it created in U.S a new white middle class. These white people started to move to suburbs, and created all white neighboorhoods, no black, no immigrants.

Blacks moved downtown. It depended on their revenues, you can afford different suburbs.

Suburbs reflected your social state, you live with people like you. As a tradition, you take also the religion they use in teh suburbs, you have to change religion.

Part of community >>> part of church.

Gov. Had to help people who couldn't live up this standard.


2 - Politics toward prosperity


      a – Harry S Truman (1948 – 1952)

Continued FDR's work – a democrat

Away from federal regulation and welfare programs. 

For New Deal program >>> Social benefits for poor and handicaps.

He was actually the first one to get down Civil Rights in 1946 with the creation of the comittee on Civil Rights.

In January 5th, 1949  he proposed the Fair Deal (21 points)

· Compulsory medical insurance

· Federal aid to education (to develop education in US)

· Fair employment, limited discrimination against blacks (practises commision)

· farm Subsidies (to prevent rural exodus)

· Full employment (he wanted full employment for everyone)

Most of the Fair Deal did not pass >> Congress

Only the employment act did. Highet minimum wages.

     For ex : from 40c/ hour in 1945 to 75c in 1949, to 1 dollar in 1960, to 1dollar65 in 1969

· Broader Social Security coverage (social security is for saving money for retirement)

· Veto from Congress (heatlh, education, civil rights)

· truman wanted too much, too soon

· congress was for a gov. Hands off policy, they believed that people who has no job were lazy

He was a great reformer, but America was not ready.


b – Dwight D. Eisenhower (IKE) 1952 – 1960

He was a moderate Republican, he continu policy of New Deal (moderate)

For republican policies (he wanted tranquility in US)

· Tranquility

· Lower Taxes (fiscal reforms)

· Balance the budget

· Less Government spending (military) was an un-republican decisions

· 1952 – 1954 : republican reforms

· 1954 : Fiscal reform (few taxes)

· 1953 and 1957 : two recessions (small ones)

· (deduction for private companies

>>>Housing acts(un republican) in order to help poor am. To get houses 1954.

· 1954 Gov gave money in order to build 35,000 new homes then 45,000

· 1956 : 70,000 new homes

· 1957 : He proposed cheap loans,  poor people could get cheap loans to get houses.

>>>Health program (un republican)

· Dept of health, education and welfare (1953) directedd by Oveta Cup Hobby (girl)

· 1954 : social security, min wages, unemployment benefits, extenting socail security benefits

He did not take in health coverage and education. He considered it was a local problem, not federal.

>>> Public works (un republican)

· 1954 : develop eco. Relation with Canada. St lawrence seaway (see map)

· 1956 : The highway act : provide 33 billion dollars to finance construction of 41,000 miles interstate, for many cars.


3 – Effects of prosperity in the 1950s 


a – The Good life

Allowed middle class to emerge, work hard but make good money and lived confortably in the suburbs, each suburbs was different. (depended on how much money you make)

· typical white American white family in the 1950s >>> Nuclear family # extended family

*Nuclear family : 4 people , dad, mum and 2 kids.

· College attendance, increase in a very impressive way. 1,5 M college 1940 ; 6,5 M in 1960.

Women went back to the homes when men came back from the war. Sometimes wives didn't need to work, kids got better education, conservative view of the family. Women were responsible for organizing week-end, leisures.

But pretty soon, they got bored to be home, and became involved in voluntary charities.


b – Critics

The gap between rich and poor wider, and blacks and whites also.

· Racial and social discrimination

· John galbraith and the Affluent Society, period of public services were almost no existence(few hospitals) Schools were overcrowded, except private schools. Too many cars, not enough roads.

· Cities got really few parks, sanitaion in cities was poor. Downtown = nothing, individual shower etc... The reason of this, population grew too fast.

· Loss of individuality = conformism, and materialism.

This generation of americans has led cultural movement = THE BEAT GENERATION

(rejected conformism, materialism, rejected white family model)

It was the beginning of social protests. Protests against this good life, emerged the Hippies (from the Beat Generation).


Conclusion

The U.S experienced an Eco. Boom 1945-1960. It's the time they became the 1st eco. Power. Amercan should be really happy at that time, and yet it was the period of the Cold War started.

It was a period of insecurity, conflicts with Soviet Union.

THE RED SCARE

Communist containment in the U.S

I Early Anti-Communism

It defined the communism fear in the U.S


1 – Origins : The first Red Scare (untilWWII)

Due to the Russian revolution (1917). Am. Believed that subvention from abroad endangered U.S

Totalitarian regimes / Dictatorships (fascist and communist gov. )

These regims constitute a threat for US.

1938 : Roosevelt created the HUAC : House of Unamerican Activities Comitee

It was to find communist in US. The HUAC communist witchhunt against all communist parties (members) and radical leaders of Trade unions.


2 – from WWII until 1950

The Iron curtain + nuclear armament buil-up

March 22nd 1947 : The Loyalty program was a security check on all government.

Established the loyalty review board to investigate on all employees.

Even if you have some friends (communist) you lost your job in the government.


3 – Alger Hiss (close friend to Roosevelt)

A prominent lawyer, head of the state department.

Apparently he was a friend of Whittaker Chambers, part of spy-ring and member of communist party.

· August 3rd, 1948 : HUAC questionned W. Chambers.

· August 5th, 1948 : Hiss denied

· December 1948 : Five rolls of microfilm were found in Alger Hiss's country home. 

>> He finally admit that he knew him

· January 1950 : Hiss's conviction for prejury (prison)condammed 4 years prison term.

More seriously, it was the proof that there were communist in govt. So the witch hunt  continued : 11 officials of the communist party convicted of treason.


4 – Ethel and Julius Rosenberg

US convinved that the only way to USSR could get the atomic bomb secret was due to a spy within the US government. So they had to find who was responsible for it.

-     February 1950 : Klaus Fuchs, a German physict confessed being part of the Soviet Union spy and said that he was a friend of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. (Jewish)

Members of the communist party + part of a spy ring. 

· March 29th , 1951 : Ethel and Rosenberg guilty of treason. They were charged of conspiracy, and stealing and passing the atomic bomb secret to the soviets. >>>death penalty.

· June 19th , 1953 : Both were electrocuted.

II Mc Carthyism

It all began with the Wheeling speech


1 – Causes

He had a dinner with his friends, during this dinner they agreed they have to find an issue to be re-elected

Issue to be re-elected in the Wisconsin Senatorial. Elections of 1952 : Anti-communism

Mc Carthy's paranoia and schizophrenia began.

· Feb 9th , 1950 : The Wheeling Speech, May celebration in Wheeling, West Virginia. He started by saying that he had a list of 205 names who work for the department state.

>>>Two Ideas : Anti-Communism + list of 205 names

· Feb 20th , 1950 : to the senate ( 57 names)

· March 8th , 1950 : To congress (81 names)

· April 1950 : He received popular supports and donations (especially from catholics) to continu his anticommunism campaign.

· Dec 1950 : Senate Internal Security Subcomitee

(SISS) against communism activities in govt investigate on communist within the govt.


2 – Methods (4 stages)


a – Investigations

At first, he launched his personnal investigations with his own money,  Then...

 HUAC, SISS, FBI, Loyalty Security Board.

He became the chairman of the Senate Comitee on Govt operations (SCGO)

An important member of the SISS

· Subersive Activities Control Board

· Investigations, infiltrations and accusations

· Black Lists

The first step was to use all these investigations and when he got some proof, evidence, he wrote thei name on the black list.


B -  Public Accusations

In the press and TV, he accused people to be member of the communist party. 

1st stage was to organise>>>


c – Public Hearings

Then began to accuse people of communist sympathy. 

Intimidation + guilty until proven innocent !! 

>>> totally unconstitutional

The technic was for people innocence by giving other people names, if you did it >>

· Denounciation for a lesser sentence

· Accusation based on suspicion, no proof.


D – Public Trials (on TV, for important people)

He wanted to shock the public.

· 5th amendment trial, it's the right to remain silent.

According to Mc carthy, if you used the 5th amendment, that meant you have sth to hide.

People were accused this way lost their credibility, no longer reliable. So many of them resigned, retired, many of them were fired. But few of them were condammed of perjury, conspiracy, treason.


3 – The State Dept.

Main target at first was to accused the state dept. He believed it was infected of communist.

· Alger Hiss, Gustave Duran (was associat secretary of state in charge of latin America)

· Harlow Shapley (unesco)

2700 govt employees force to retirement, resignation or they were fired. Only few of them were condammed for treason.

Another Mc Carthy obession was the Institute of Pacific Relations (IPR) responsible for the loss of China to Communism.

Some officials in state dept have encouraged spread of communism in East (China).

· People accused : Dean Acheson (secretary of state 1949) accused of being communist (but no proof) But in 1952 when Truman left office, he retired.

· John Stewart Service : American diplomate in China, uner secretary of state, as a result of that he was fired for nothing (1952) was clenaed of all charges.

· John Carter Vincent : State dept far East division. He was accused by Mc Carthy to be a communist friend and so resigned. (no proof agaisnt him)

· John paton Davis Jr : accused of being a spy for China. (also accused of perjury) To calm down the situation, he was sent to latin America (no proof, just unreliable)

Easy target for Mc C. communist party and labour mvt.

III Expansion of Mc Carthyism

All the members of the communist party lost their jobs in govt.

All refuse to denied they were communist.


1 – The communist party and labor mvt

· All communist party members

· Trade Unions members in gvt (HOFFA) were persecuated by Mc Carthy.

The leader of the OFFA was assassinated.


2 – Education

Everybody has to think as Mc Carthy, everyone has to be agaisnt Communism.

· No criticsm and forced conformity.

· 600 teachers and 100 professors lost their Jobs.

>> all the others accepted the Loyalty oath.


3 – Hollywood

The Hollywood Ten : The unfriendly witness who evoked the 1st amendment.

Movies constituted a threat, because they passed a « communist mess. »

A. Bessis, H. Bibnor.............(C. Chaplin escaped to Europe)

Accused of conspiracy, therefore, they received a one year prison term and fined.

· The Friendly witnesses, were those who spoke and give names. A lot of those did resist, investigations became stronger and stronger, people collaborate.

· 151 actors, guilty of communist sympathy and find the outcome, had obligation to spread anti communism porpaganda in movies.


4 – Other Medias

Radio (10,000 employees) : 830 Fired, obligation to spread anti-communist propaganda.

The press, TV, Theater : same treatment


5 – Other Targets

NAACP ( National Association for the Advancement of Colored People)

NOW leaders (National Organization for women)

Homosexuals

Jews

IV Effects


1 – On Individuals

· Careers >>>lost their jobs

· Lives >>> were destroyed, some people could never find a job, many has found themselves poor.

Some commited suicides, drug addicted.


2 – On the Society

· Mistrust, fear, suspicion, conformity (everybody could be accused to be communist)

disturbed politacal life.

· The affluent society, material conformity

· Censorship (in schools, medias, library), blacklists, loyalty oaths

· Civil Rights were denied = 5th amendment if you were blacklisted


3 – On Govt policies

· Mc Carran Internal security act of 1950 passed, congress approved the constitution of the govt of blacklists. So all communist parties were blacklisted. Blacklisting became a normal practice in govt.

People > blacklisted couldn't work within the govt. Federal level as well as state level. Blacklisted people could be arrested anytime in times of war. Immigrants (indesirable) (s.u, China) were prevented enrty the country 1950.

If you go to the embassy and fill up application, There is a question : are you a member of the communist party ? And still today !

· Mc Carran-Walter Law of June 1952

Law on immigrants, candidate from communist country were all excluded for entry.


4 – The End of Mc Carthyism

>>>Became completly paranoiac.

· Early 1954 : Mc Carthy v. the defence dept ! He accused this dept to have some communist.

Accused Truman, Georges Marshall !! to have some communist sympathy.

· So this army decided to confront Mc Carthy, Army employed the best lawyers.

· 36 days of TV hearings starting in may 1954.

Army lawyers were so good, Mc Carthy was in difficulty, lost confidence and on TV he became brutal, violent.

And were proof on Tv, that his account were based on nothing and his technics were unconstitutional.

· He began to be unpopular.

· Dec 2nd , 1954 : Senate Censure (67 to 22) vote censorship againt Mc Carthy.

He was dismiss from the Senate for abuse of senatorial powers and misconduct.

· May 2nd , 1957 : He died from Alcohol induced cirrhosis.


Conclusion

Mc Carthy's Legacy

Mc Carthyism has prevailed until recently long terms effects:

· Black-lists

· Loyalty Oaths (still have to preach > work for govt)

· Censorship (schools, politics)

· Anti-communism (rural areas still believe it)

· Conformity (intellectual, social...)

Reaction :   Civil Rights MVTS


        The Cultural Revolution

THE EARLY STAGE OF THE COLD WAR  1945 – 1960

Intro : The coldwar, a paradox at a time of prosperity. US wanted to be the first Eco. And military force in  the world. US wanted to impose their model of democracy.

>>> Other ideologies : a threat to US security.

(Soviet Union, completly # ) it represents a threat.

As good puritan, they had to fight comunism.

I – The first stage of the Cold War 1945 – 1960


a – German unification 

The US and Europe wanted to unify Germany as one country. But the Soviet union was not in favor of German union, they feared Germany unification.

>>> 20 M soviets dead in WWII


b – Feb 4th 1945 : The Yalta Conference

Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin met. During this conference, they divided Europe. Middle East, and Asia into sphere ot influence. Each nation, having controlled of particular regions.


c – July 17th Aug 2nd 1945 : The Postdam Conference

The same + France

They divided Germany, and Berlin into 4 zones.

Each of the four controlled a section militarily.

Divided Europe into 2 spheres of influence.

· Allies : (democratic) Western Germany, Austria, Northern Italy, West Berlin, Greece, Turkey, India.

· USSR : (com.) Eastern Germany, East Berlin, Poland, Czechoslovakia, hungary, Albania, Rumania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia.

They didn't trust each other (com and dem.)

It began in an atomic competition. The relations between them deterioreted.

« voir carte Berlin (contrôle par 4 pays) »

The Soviets established the BARICH PLAN, emerged during WW 2.

American decided to test this atomic bomb in august, Hiroshima, Nagasaki. Test of quality.

The soviets started in 1943 research in atomic bomb production.

Competition between atomic programs began.


2 – The Truman Doctrine


a – Causes

Guerilla warfare/ Economic instability/ corruption/civil war in Greece and Turkey.

GB help was in charge of giving money to help their eco. Bristish soldiers in Greece and Turkey. To help to rebuild the country. Problems are that Soviet finance to destabilise Gov.

Feb 21st , 1947 : Britain no more financial and military help to Greece and Turkey (deconolisation, Britain destruced) 

British ambassador in Washington D.C sent a message to the US state dept. Said that Britain could no longer provide financial and military help. Britian was about to go bankrupt.


b – The Truman Doctrine of March 12th , 1947

Roosevelt died >>> Truman became president.

In his speech to congress, he tried to convince it that Greece, Turkey need help and could trun into communism. Threat to US security and democracy,

· Political eco. Financial, social, military and ideological justificaion.

· Greece obtained 250 M of dollars and Turkey 150 M of dollars. To Finance strong eco. And military.

Within 2 years, U.S controlled all the boarders and Greece and Turkey comunism was out the countries. Eco was restored and these countries became sort of democracies.


3 – The National Security Act of 1947

· Defense department created in order to better controlled defense democracy and contain comunism, supervised navy, army, airforce.

· Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) created in 1947. Secret Agents to investigate on comunist activities around the world.

· The National Security Council (NSC), composed of secretary of defence, secretary of state but also other secretaries to advise the president on national security issues.


4 – USSR and The kominform

Sept 22-27th 1947, creation of the Kominform

Secret meeting with all comunist leaders in Europe. USSR, Yougoslavia, Roumania, Hungary, Czecoslovaquia, Poland, from France, Italy and east Germany to create information bureau known as the Kominform to reforce soviet control over the comunist party and to check their nations government. This is the 1st time that the term Cold War was mentioned.

· Spy rings (network of spy worldwide) to check what was going on in the opposite party.

· >>> Cold War Began

>>> Communist's fear intensify.

As a result, the US wanted to expand their influence. US wanted to control E.U nation 


5 – Expansion of US sphere of influence in Europe

· The Marschall Plan of January 8th 1948

It provided 13-14 Billion Dollars between 1948-1952 through the OEEC – organisation for European Eco. Corporation - 

· Get out crisis

· Control countries and avoid communism

· Help Am. Eco.

By 1948, it was clear that US foreign policy against communism has shifted. 

· It was first isolationism to internatiolism

· from diplomacy to interventionism

· from local to global conflicts

 II Interventionism / Internationalism


1 – The Berlin Blockade (see map syllabus, division of Berlin)

West Berlin surrounded by communism.

Stalin wanted to make Berlin all communist, so in June 20th, 1948. He decided to isolate west berlin and blockade the cities by closing all roads in and out the city. He wanted to force the allies to go out of there and made Berlin all communist.


Two solutions : 

· Abandon Berlin >>> but Europeans would lose confidence in US and Truman Doctrine.

· Organized airlifts and used B-29 to provide West Berlin with food, troops, military weapons.

They eventually sent 10,000 soldiers to recued 2 M West Berliners. In June 1948, 2500 tonnes of goods a day. (food) These B-29 was capable of carrying atomic bomb to discourage the soviet union

to attack them.

One year later = 4000 tonnes of goods a day.

As a soviet union saw they were determinated, they abandonned  their blockade.

It was a confirmation of USA military power, protector of democracy.

US has now the obligation to contain communism everywhere, Berlin as a local conflict that it had a international impact. 

>>> U.S became more interventionist.


2 – Creation of NATO. April 4th 1949

In order to be more effective and organize, the Western military alliance. Because communism was spreading, communism attacked Democracy (Berlin). The allies had the obligation to defende democracy, and the US wanted to extand the atomic sphere in Europe.

Super commander , General Dwight Eisenhower.

NATO was under the control of US

U.S.A became the first Eco. And Military power in the world, protector of democracy, freedom, individual rights. 

Dollar = the world's single exchange money.


3 – The Chinese Communist Revolution 1946 – 1949

In order to compete with the U.S, Soviet union turned to Asia to find allies.

In Asia, the U.S controlled all the pacific islands and Japan. But the S.U controlled north East Asia. But not China yet.

In 1946, began the chinese communist Revolution.

The communist (Mao Tsetung) vs the Nationalists (Chiang Kaishek) supported by U.S.

 >>> Civil War began

In 1949, China turned communism and established Marxisme policy

the same year, sino-soviet treaty of mutual assistance

August 1949 : USSR first atomic bomb.

Soviet Union  was ready now to attack all democracy.


4 – The Korean War

1945 : Korea divided into 2 parts

· North Korea : communist, industrial led by Kin-ji-sung under USSR.

· South Korea : conservative nationalist, agricultural led by Sung un rhee under USA.

In 1950, North Korea invaded the south : UN counter wanted to turn  all korea under democracy, not only pushed back the north Korea.

>>> 3 years   50 billions dollars for U.S !!

July 1953 : Peace treaty, a war for nothing.

But at least north korea didn't invade south.

U.S coudn't spread democracy, only defend democracy.


5 – The Vietnam War

Interventionism at high school


Conclusion

The U.S by 1950 became more interventionist.

1st police in the world, and eco and military force.

Economic aid for communist containment

The Red scare and Mc carthyism

Feared the communist inside the U.S

The Civil Rights Movement

I Early Activism, 1865 – 1955


1 – Before 1940

· 13th amendment (1865)

· 14th amendment (1868)

· 15th amendment (1870)

· 1866 : Creation of KKK in order to maintain black statues

· 1896 : Plessy Vs Fergusson case (eco. And politic)

supreme court decision legalise segregation « separate but equal ».It was permit to have only black schools, white restaurants etc...

· NAACP, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, created on May 1st , 1910.


2 – Roosevelt and Truman


a – Franklin Roosevelt 

· 1941 : Fair Employment Pratices Commission

· 1942 : GORE, the Congress of Racial Equality , another black organisation to defend black rights.


b – Harry truman

· 1949 : He proposed the end of racial discrimination in the job market. The Fair Deal

· Great resistance to his Civil Rights bills.


3 – The turning point of Black Activism , 1954

· Brown Vs Board of Education in Topeka, Kansas with the help of NACCP lawyers, Linda Brown parents took the Board of Education to court in order to attend an all white public school.

· Chief Justice Earl Warren Concluded :

segragation in public schools was unconstitutionnal because it promoted for equal right.

>>> End of « separate but equal » , segragation was illegal, desegragation in all public schools. Yet higher aptitude tests.

1959, less than 1 % of all black children in the south attented school with white children. It didn't change radically, rapidily, it took time. Black people had to struggle very high to force desegragation.

II Black Activism, 1955 – 1965


1 – Desegragation of transportation

December 5th , 1955 : Bus boycott in Montgomery, Rosa Parks, the city ordinance, protests, boycott, attested by MLK : 1st come, 1st served basis system.

The bus boycott lasted for over 1 year and at the end of 1956 : The supreme court decision valided the city ordinance , it obligated black citizens to seat in a bus.

>>> Bus Segregation was declared unconstitutionnal.

· MLK's demands : 

  complete desegragation

  Equal voting rights and civil rights

  Equal opportunity

· Methods : non violence, strongly influenced by Gandhi. Passive resistance, peaceful demonstrations such as sit-ins (streets), stand-ins (theater), knee-ins (churches), wade-ins (swimming pool)

SCLC : Southern Christian Leadership Conference


2 – Desegragation of schools.

In Little Rock's Central High School, Arkansas.

1957 : Governor Orval Faubus + National Guard to prevent the integration of 9 black people in this school. The reason was that these black people disturb public order.

>>> A mob of 500 whites, the president of US paratroopers. http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/little_rock.htm



The school closed for 2 years, reopened with 3 black pupils only.

Desegragation of schools was a long process + voluntary. Desegragation in federal facilities, veteran's hospital, the navy, the DC school system. Other desegragation movement.


3 – Desegragation in public places.

· Feb 1960 : North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College in Green bay, North Carolina.

· By the end of 1960s, Sit-ins across the south, 50 000 handicaped in sit-ins. 

· Desegragation of public facilities in over 100 southern cities.

· The SNCC ( Student Non-violent coordinating Community) and SCLC took over the NAACP( considered not active enough) 


4 – Desegragation of Universities

1962 : James Meredith & the university of Mississippi. He wanted to attend an all white uni.

Administration wanted to end this situation peacefully.

>>> But Troops intervened between white and black people, 2 dead + 375 injured.

Thanks to this event, gradual desegragation of universities. Black people became more and more organized. Ex : More freedom ride.


5 – The Freedom Ride (organised to out-law segragation)

May 1961 : Freedom ride by the Congress of Racial Equalitary (CORE) to outlaw segragation in public transportation.

Birmingham : AL : Non violent freedom rides

Brutal police reactions and MLK accused. 

May , 3rd : 1963 : 6000 childrens , police brutality was shown on TV, it had a great imapct on people. President Kennedy was so embarassed in the situation. 

Sept. 1963 : Segregation in buses and trains was banned.


6 – The march on Washington, on August 28th, 1963

Press federal action for desegragation, equal opportunities, equal rights, racial equality, civil rights act  + condamn police brutality.

August 28th , 1963 : The march on Washington led by MLK (250 000 people)

Lincoln memorial : « I have a dream »

Division within the black community, some decided tham MLK non-violent attitude was not enough to change the situation.

· violent vs non-violent

· lower classes vs middle classes

· the non educated vs the educated

· the unemployed vs integrated blacks

All civil rights bills were rejected by Congress despite the death of 4 little girls (blacks) on sept. 15th, 1963 in Birmingham, Alabama.

JFK's assassination on November 22nd, 1963 forced civil rights bills.

III Civil rights laws

· JFK's New frontier program

The civil rights bill of 1963

· pressured by NAACP, SCLC, SNCC, CORE

· proposed after (NAACP) Medgars Evers' murder in Jackson, Mississippi in June 1963.

Racial equality in employment, housing, transportation, education, welfare, voting rights. 

It followed the Housing Act of 1961, higher minimum wages, in May 1961, higher unemployment benefits. 

The Medicare Act of 1961, free medical coverage for peope over 65 years old, but it was vetod . Yet JFK was unable to pass his bills.

2. Lyndon B. Johnson's civil rights laws

He continued kennedy's legacy and was the one to force congress.

He proposed the Equal Opportunity Act of 1964. Declare war on poverty in the US


a. Tax cut more than 10 Billion dollars, so American had higher revenues, so their purchasing power increased. They consumed more, and produce more as well. It generated an economic boom in the US. Only 4 Million peolpe were unemployed. Minimum wages increased from 1 dollar in 1960 to 1,40 dollars in 1965.

b. The Civil Rights Act of June 2nd, 1964

        Equal Employment Opportunity Act

        Equal Employment Opportunity comission

        Affirmative Actions, no discrimination at school, at work.

c. The Equal Economic Opportunity Act

                    Billion dollars a 3 years program for training and employment.(1/5 Americans were poor) 

The Office and Eco. Opportunity (OEO) proposed :

· The head start program

· The Job Corps Program (against delinquance in ghettos)

· The Neighborhood Youth Corps (professionnal training)

· The Upward Bound Program (still exist today, help for student)

· The Elementary and secondary Education Act to provide money and improve educationnal facilities. (library, desks)

· The Higher and Education Act (Federal Aid to universities to improve their libraries to help students)

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION

1965 – 1973

I The Starting Point


1- The SDS : Students for a Democratic Society

      a. The Port Huron statement, 1962 written by Tom Hayden (Student)

«  an agenda for a generation » It was not a political movement, it was a core for action against entire communism, against gvt, against the affluent society. Their agenda was revoted.

      b. The Agenda

US paradoxes, they argue US was full of paradoxes

· 1st : Nuclear energie was for electricity, but it was built to make bombs.

· 2nd : Society was affluent, but actually lot of poverty

· 3rd : Gvt argue they acted democraticly, but actually people were not consulted for many things.

· 4th : America argued they were motivated for peace and freedom, but actually Vietnam war and cold war.

c. The SDS beliefs

Students believed in an alternative,  they wanted to change in Administration, politics and gvt but they also wanted changes in schools, unis, employment, open to everyone. No ethnic and racial discrimination. Participation in the decisions making process, politics and also schools. (France, mai 68) In order to express their ideologies >>>


2 – The Outward Expression of SDS ideology

· Against conformism]

· For individualism, freedom tolerance, communication

· Looks, different work habits, hair style >>Hippies

· The best who describe this mvt was Theodore Roszak, the making of a counter culture, 1969.

· Music, Joan Baez and Bob Dylan

· August 1969, Woodstock event at Bethel, NY (0.5 M people gathered)

3 days of celebration, of drugs experimentation, public sexual activities, rock music.

>>> They were not the only to take part of the revolution.

II The Cultural Revolution


1 – Student's revolt from 1964 until 1968

Fall 1964 : UC Berkeley students created the free speech mvt (FSM) occupied administration building for 2 months. Profs as well demanded reforms :

So they won : 

· Free speech at universities

· Right of association

· Right to participation within Uni decisions making process

The Leader : Mario Savio

Why ?

Actions : Organised Teach-ins

March 1965: at the uni of Michigan. He had non-violent attitude, and was really efficient.

April 1965 : 20 000 protestors in Washington DC, anti war songs and speeches

October 1967 : 100 000 demonstrators met at White House to demand the end of the war

April 1968 : at the peak of vietnam war and withdraw politics, am. + affro am. Students joined and paralized for 8 days the university of Columbia until the police came. 

>>>Revolt spread ....

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 didn't satisfied blacks


2 – Black power

1964 – 1966 : Black mvt divided into 2 parts

· Peaceful one : MLK

· More frustrated : Malcom X

Black power (SNCC) influenced by Elijah Muhammad's black muslims advocated black pride.

They were in favor of a black political party and an independant black nation within the US.

They used completly different methods than MLK, advocated self defense, armed revolt. Malcom X best expressed this. Malcom X was assassinated in February 1965. The Black Panthers in Oakland, CA in 1966 took control of the city, organised their own gvt,  own schools. In unis, blacks organised and voted to be represented. Tensions were so high that we could not talk about integration but separation.


3 – Ethnic Nationalism

African Americans, Native Americans, Hispanics

Cesar Chavez and the National Farm workers (NFWA)

Asians, did not have access to equal job, for equal income.

Europeans (Irish, Poles, Italians, Greeks, Jews)

Puerto Ricans

All these groups started lobbying in Congress. Gvt passed in 1972, the Ethnic Heritage Studies Act. Which was 15 M dollars aid to develop ethnic studies courses in schools and colleges to express their ethnic pride.

4 – Women's liberation movement (traditionnally support civil rights)

1960 : The Federal Drug Administration and the contraceptive pills.

Women at work, yet lower positions, inferior wages than men.

1950 : 24,8 % married women worked, could enjoy job market

1955 : 29,4 %

1965 : 35,7 %

1969 : 40,5 % 

Today : 70 %

They demanded equal access to employment and wages

1963 : Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique expresses women grievances in a not determinated society. American homes : concentration camps, unhappy to be housewives, and when they work, they suffered of discrimination.

No access for rentingor buying an appart., difficulty to get a loan, they need a man to do it.

So they fought to enforce The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 1967, made illegal discrimination in employment on the basis on sex, equal education.

They organised as lobby

1966 : The National Organisation for Women

1970 : Betty Friedam and the Equal Right Amendment (ERA) ratified by the senate in 1972.

(full equality between men and women)

1973 : Roe Vs wade case legalised abortion Affirmative Actions.

All together they brought the end of Vietnam war and Nixon.

III The end of the Vietnam War and Nixon


1 – Social movements against the Vietnam war

Students riots resumed

April 4th, 1968 MLK's assassination

April 1970 : Kent State University, Ohio (4 dead) National Guard

May 1970 : Jackson State College, Mississippi (2 black dead) More than 400 campuses experienced violence >>> police.

Nixon was of course against this event, he said that he was the support of the « silent majority »

It was the time when Nixon's paranoia began, afraid to lose control.


2 – The Pentagon papers

Docs on Am's papers which contain a huge amount of infos about the Vietnam war and the Vietnam policy since WWII.

June 13th, 1971 papers published in the NY Times (through Daniel Ellsberg)

These papers confirmed that Am didn't tell the truth about The Gulf of Tonkin incident.

The gvt had planned to get involved in Vietbam anyway.

July 18th, 1971, Daniel E additional papers in the Washington Post and several other papers.

Nixon sued the papers, so it was published in 20 other papers.

Sept. : Nixon ordered plugs against D Ellsberg

June 30th, 1972 : The Supreme Court ruled against Nixon because even more paranoid.

He organised working groups called plumbers.


Consequences

· Plumbers, didn't respect the law for Nixon

· The « classified doc » to make gvt actions more secret.

· Methods : He used FBI and CIA for secret investigation and also to silence opponents.

· He instituted the « siege mentality » attitude of wide spread mistrust in gvt.  A very efficient spying system to control anyone who want to destroy policy.


3 – The Watergate Scandal

· June 17th 1972 : Five plumbers at the democratic national Comitte Headquarters (DNC), in the watergate building were caught.

· James Mc Cord, the security director the Comitte for the re-election of the president.

· August 29th , 1972 : Nixon denied, the cover-up began

· Despite this event, he was re-elected in Nov 1972, many officials resigned : Patrick Gray (director of FBI), John Mitchell (The attorney General), John Erlichman....

· January 1973 : trial of the seven convicted plumbers.

· May 1973 : John Dean testified

· July 1973 : Alexander Butterfields testified

· Nixon fired Archibald Cox, the special prosecutor and others

· The « saturday night massacre »

· July 31st 1973 : The impeachment procedure began

· July 24th 1974 : The release the tapes (8 missing, so fight continu)

· July 27th - 29th 1974 : The House of Judiciary

Comitte voted to recommend impeachment

· 3 articles of impeachment

Obstruction of Justice

Abuse of power

Defiance of Judiciary and Congres

Early August 1974 : Nixon released the 8mm tapes

· Nixon lost the support of congress

· August 9th 1974 : Nixon resigned from office

· Sept. 1974 : Gerald Ford pardoned Nixon


Consequences – Nixon watergate's involvement

The War Power Act of 1973 : To consult with Congress before sending America troops overseas.


Conclusion

· End of protests, the war, the watergate scandal

· A new def. Of national security

· President has limits on his uses of CIA and FBI

· Golden age of Am were over followed by the oil crisis

REPUBLICANS IN POWER

1980 – 1992

I Reagan's domestic policies 1980 – 1988

R.R was pres. for 2 terms

· The supply-side eco. : Reaganomics

He said that the private sector fleed of the ever-increasing burden of gvt spending, would shift its ressources from tax shelters to productive investment, leading to an eco. Boom that would provide enough income to offset the lost revenue.

- First theory : He argued by lowering gvt spending and lower taxes, generate higher incomes, with higher revenue, higher consumption >>> eco. Boom !

- Second theory : (less income taxes) The trickle-down policy also generate eco. Boom. The money the wealthy makes help the middle classes and poor (investments etc...) (typical republican ideas)

· He cutson social program, unemployement benefits, nodeal program (scholarships for college), all of them were reduced to the minimum ( he called that the safety net).

· In order to reach that goal >>

He passed  the gvt deregulation and decentralization central gvt.

Traditionnal liberal ideas, he relied on the market

>> Gvt hands off policy « laissez faire » policy.

25 % reduces income taxes. 5 % a year, 10 % second year, 10% third year. That allowed the gvt to generate money but then the situation became bad.

· Higher gvt spending

· Higher defense budget (the star war program) Iran, Afghanistan. So the Cold War started again. He wanted to restore Am. Supremacy, prestige and catch up with soviets. Spent a lot of money in missiles and ships to launch this missiles.

· From 171 Billion dollars a year in 1981 to 367,5 a year in 1986 (26,5% of the budget in 1985), while the budget for social program represented just 6 %. The money was put in the defense.

· He had reduced at ts maximum the safety net for social program so he couldn't cut more. The cut in social was not enough to pay for the defense.

· In spite of larger federal budget deficit, from 207,8 billion dollars in 1983 to 221 billion in 1986 to 155 billion in 1988. US experienced a recession. 

· They imported more than they exported. Trade deficit from 31 billion dollars in 1981 to 171 billion in 1988 >> devaluation of the dollar (Am. Products were not competitive enough) 1 dollar : 10 francs to 6 to 4 francs !!

· As a result prices of Am. Products became lower. Great foreign investments,  capital debt : 532,5 billion dollars. Lot of Japanese invested in US.

· At the end of R.Reagan policy

>>> Trickle – down policy didn't work !! However R.R remained very popular, because of his foreign policy.

II Reagan's Foreign policy

· Resuming Cold War Policies

He was a friendly witness during Mc Carthyism. 20 years after, R.R has still it in the mood.

So he argued that USSR violated international law, especially in Afghanistan. So it's for this reason he started the starwar program.

· The evil empire : USSR

· 572 medium reange missiles in Europe along the iron curtain, in the mean time he asked the Soviet Union to reduce their armenent.

· New strategie arms talk, 1985 arms talk with Gorbatchev, cold war diplomacy.

· 1989 : the fall of Berlin wall and the perestroika. It's policy was quite successful (cold war one)

· Failure in Lebanon

· Reagan for an international Palestinian territory, but it was unsuccessful, Israel settlements were built.

· Besides in June 6th, 1982 : M. Begin invaded South Lebanon in order to secure. French, Italians... all intervened. Am. Were in Lebanon to struggle against the civil war. 

· In October 23rd 1983 : 241 marines were killed in a terrorist attack. 

· Feb. 1984 : US with drew from Lebanon 

It was a complete failure for Reagan, it was a time US became really involved abroad.

· Failure in Nicaragua

· 1979 : The Sandinistas kicked the Somoza regime (supported by US)

· Regan feared Nicaragua turned communist

· Spring 1981 : Reagan cut all eco. Aid.

· Sandinistas called on Cuba, Congress refused to support any Am. Actions in Nicaragua, so R.R did without the approval of Congress and order the CIA to train and supply the Contras in exile in Honduras and Costa Rica.

· 1984 : The Bill and Amendment, which stated that no money could be spent in Central America. A failurefor Am. And personal failure for R.R.

· Success in El Salvador

Because he obtained a 25 M dollars eco. Aid and advisors to Jose N. Duarte. Thanks to this help El Salvador was under ocntrol, Regan success.

· Success in Grenada

· Oct. 25Th, 1983 : 2000 marines invaded Grenada (the US feared Grenada became communist) to establish a moderate gvt. Leaded by Manuel Noriega.

The Iran – Contra Affair

First Stage

· Reestablish the Contras in their countries and liberate hostages.

· Mid 1985 He was decided to make the hostages out of Iran.

· Robert Mc Farlane (national advisor) had the plan to trade anti-tank missiles to Iran or Hostages.

(Iran blocus) <<< contradictory because they wanted to arm Iran.

· Oliver North (member of the national security council) and William Casey (the CIA director)

· Early 1986 : Shipment of TOW anti-tank missiles and Hawk anti-craft missiles to Iran – illegal, they got money for sending missiles to Iran.

· Completly illegal, they didn't get the approval from Congress

Second Stage

Oliver North's « neat idea »

· Sale of arms to Iran in exchange for hostages to finance the Contra Campaign in Nicaragua without consulting Congress.

· It was revealed in the press, an illegal and unconstitutionnal decision >>> scandal

· Mc Farlane, North and Caasey resigned

· Outcome of this affair, Reagan popularity declined. House of representatives turned democrate.

· Reagan's recovery

Because he engaged talks with Korbatchev for disarmament.

USSR ended the Iran -Iraq war and withdrew from Afghanistan.

70 % popularity in 1985 – 1988

Regan popularity up side down

III Georges Bush's accomplishments 1988 – 1992

· The savings and loan bill (just after elected)

- Savings and loans institutions are here to secure retirement supported and guarantee by the govt.

National trust found. This was handle by the gvt. It wanted to privatize in order to deregulate S and loans institutions. As a result of privatization, a massive speculation began. Instead of keeping money , they began to invest this money, taking risks on the money >>> money were lost.

Many Am.  Lost all their money for retirement. Gvt was surprised with this...

· Higher national debt (X3) : from 2,6 billion dollars to 8 billion

· To find a solution >>> higher taxes to reduce the deficit and the national debt

2. The social crisis

· Aids virus cut down. So many people were unhappy because Bush didn't do anything about it and « many poeple dead on it »

· Discrimination : Minorities suffered from the crisis and social cut from Reagan.

· War on drug >>> represive laws, people unhappy

· The aspects which affected the American were social cuts. They are generated a « underclass » generation, especially minorities. A large group turned to poverty while middle class were suffered as well >> S. and loans investments >> bankrupt.

US Foreign Policy and 

The Oil Crisis of the 1970s

I  US foreign policy in the 1970s

· The end of the Vietnam war

The 3-step plan

January 29th , 1973 : peace

· Withdrawal and training

· Cost : 1,4 Billion dollars was asked to the congress, but only 700 million dollars approved by thios latter for the south vietnam to fight the vietcong in the north.

April 1975 : All Vietnam turned communist, a failure cost money, human lives and psycological problems.

· Detente with China

(little more successful with China)

Nixon wanted to relax trade embargo. 

Summer 1971 : Kissinger secretly visited China to organsize Nixon visit.

Feb. 1972 : Nixon went to China and was welcomed by Mao Tse-tung. New trade relations were established between China and U.S. Communication  improved, the 2 countries agreed to settle an ambassy in their countries.

A direct liaison was created between the 2 countries. It was a diplomatic success for Nixon.

And it continued for Nixon..

· Camp David agreements

1967 : It's the year when the 6 days war took place. Israel Vs the Golan Heights from Syria, the Sinai peninsula from Egypt, Jerusalem and the West Bank from Jordan.

Oct. 6Th, 1973 : Egypt + Syria + US + USSR reactions. Egypt and Syria launched a surprise attack on Israel. Kessinger wanted U.S stay neutral in this conflict. USSR threatened to interven and later on U.S threatened to use Nuclear weapon and in March 1974 : Cease fire, Israel withdrew.

U.S appeared as a strong mediator in this conflict.

1978 : Camp David Accords, between J. Carter, A Sabat, and Menachem Begin (Israel P.M) between Egypt and Israel.

· Other Diplomatic success 

May 1974 : Cambodian Kmer Rouge seized an American freighter, the Mayaguez. The U.S took control of the Panama canal, this idea was to protect trade along the canal and U.S interests. (after WWII).

1977 : Carter agreed 2 treatis about Panama. Carter agreed to restore sovereignty to Panama (2000 Panama get the canal back)

>>> gradually gave control to Panama until 2000. The treaties were ratified by the Senat in 1979.

· Resuming the Cold war with USSR

· SALT : Strategie Arms Limitation Talks began

· May 26th, 1972 : Nixon went to Moscow and signed SALT 1  agreement.

This agreement was about 5 years freeze of construction in ICBM inter continental balistic missiles and also agreed to limit the construction of IBMs anti-ballistic missiles.

First time of cold war, US and USSR agreed to limit production of nuclear missiles.

In 1973 : Leonid Brezhned in the US and signed

1974 : vice president G. Ford (US) visited USSR and it's later that they signed SALT II agreement in order to limit nuclear arms.

Jan. 1st , 1979 : US and China full reconciliation, less tension for Cold war but the problem is that in Dec. 1979 : USSR invaded Afghanistan

So U.S stopped the sales of high technology to USSR and US established an embargo on grain and started draft registration. US also boycotted the 1980 Moscow Olympics.

Cold war agreements were over !! 

SALT I and SALT II dead...

Both USSR and US, a massive arms build up again.

· The Iran Crisis (another great failure for U.S)

US traditionnaly supported dictators, so they supported the Shah of Iran and leaders of Nicaragua and El Savador 

Turn to coal – nuclear.

Jan. 1979 : The Iranian Revolution, the shah vs. Ayatollah Rubollad Komeini, a fundamentalist muslim.

Oct. 1979 : The Shah in US

Nov. 4th, 1979 : Iranians seized the US embassy in Teheran + 58 Hostages.

Carter relied on diplomacy and eco. Embargo (voted by congress) to get out the crisis.

US deployed a lot of ships in the Pursian Gulf.

Jan. 1980 : The crisis dragged on

Carter's failure (no re-elected in 1981)

II US Domestic Policy in the 1970s

· The Oil Crisis of 1973

Oct. 6Th, 1973 : Egypt and Syria vs Israel

Oct. 17Th, 1973 : 5% cut in oil production decided by the Arab members of OPEC (organisation petroleum exporting countries) and a 5 % cut every month after that until the war cease and Israel returned the land.

Oct 19th, 1973 : a 2,2 billion US aid to Israel, south Arabida

Oct 20th, 1973 : the Arab oil embargo to the US

· Effects

Worldwide oil shortage. US imported 1/3 from Arab countries. Price of oil increased in US

Nixon's solutions : 1st Nixon asked Am. Turned down thermostats (25c to 22c). 2nd Order some service stations to close down to avoid leisure driving. 3rd Finally asked Am. With speed limit : 50 mph.

The US continued to control the price of oil with aids. US subsidize oil to control inflation. It was really bad for the US eco.

>>small recession

March 1974 : Israel withdrew from Sinai.

· The Second Oil Crisis : The Crisis of 1979

1979 : The Iranian revolution, oil suppliers agreed to increase oil prices.

>>> worldwide panic

End of 1979 : end of the oil shortage, oil prices remained high, high prices > no consumption > less production > unemployement.

Solutions : Alaska production

· Effects of the Crisis in the late 1970s

Inflation, shorter money supply, high interest rates.

Recession, deficit


Conclusion

· End of the good era and eco. Growth

· End of detente, the cold war resumed

· Republicans in power in the 1980s in order to keep oil prices subsidize oil, so deficit got higher.

· US position in the world was not so good anymore. Besides the US experienced political and eco. Crisis. This lead to R. Reagan to be elected.

